The following is a copy of a post about bird sounds in the 1995 adaptation of Pride & Prejudice made to the P&P2 board at pemberley.com, by martti alatalo:

                    

********************
Birds in P&P2 (longish and a bit borish) Written by martti alatalo (January 29, 2000 )

    Most writers will sooner or later make the final mistake - referring to birds in their novels. I could make out a long list of writers; P.D. James, William Trevor, Ivar Lo-Johansson, Thomas Mann (and so on) who have made the same mistake with ridicilous outcomes as a result. Jane Austen does not.

   I’ve been studying birds for some odd twenty years, and this habit keeps popping up at odd occasions, such as watching P&P. Is this adaption probable, reliable and logical in terms of the movie bird sound track? After watching P&P2 from this point of view during the last month, I believe I’m on the safe side with some conclusions:

    a) The background bird sounds may have been recorded at site (Longbourn, Rosings, Derbyshire/Pemberley), since all the species recorded seem to fit into the environments; blackbirds, chaffinchs, willow warblers, blackcaps, robins, song larks, pheasants, cuckoos et.c. They give an overall picture of a pastoral environment with woods, groves and gardens. There is though a marked difference between the amount of bird song/sounds heard at Longbourn and the other outdoor sites (Rosings/Hunsford and Derbyshire/Pemberley). BUT, if the bird sounds were actually shot at site, I would have anticipated to hear some additional species; varoius swallows, warblers, chiff-chaffs, thrushes et.c. The over-all conclusion is that the birdies were added later.

    b) In the opening scene with the Bennet family coming out from church, rookes are typically heard in the background. There is probably no other bird species that is closer connected to British churchyards than the rook (resembles a crow, but is black all over). The species feeds primarily on cereals and young plants, breeds in colonies in groves and has often found a sanctuary in churchyards against young boys robbing the nests for eggs/young birds. My problem is that no rook is heard in all the other Longbourn outdoor scenes. Were the Longbourn scenes shot at the same location as the church? I find this rather impossible. Rookes are rather big birds, they appear in large number at their colonies, they all over the place and they are loud-mouthed. I fear they have been meddled with...

    c) The peacocks have been competently taken care off - heard at Rosings and Pemberley, but not at Longbourn, indicating the social scale. I noticed that there was a question concerning peacock sound, efficiently handled by my dear friend KatrinaL some days ago, on this board. I must though put an end to the notion that the sound was uttered by mr.Darcy; notice when he enters Rosings after the first proposal and you hear the meaowing sound - and mr. Darcy keeps his mouth shut all the time ;-).

    d) A heron is heard in one of the nocturnal Longbourn scenes. It’s pitch dark outside, and the melancholy tone of the sound fits well into the picture, but what buggers me is that herons are rarely out and doing what ever herons do, in the late hours. The scene was probably shot with natural sound recordings, it was just dead right (it is actually, it’s JE contemplating in front of the mirror, and she is gorgeous) and they probably thought that - hey, it’s a great scene, that sound (what ever it is) fits in. We have shot this scene 27 times - let’s take it.

    e) P&P2 still holds a puzzle to me, in terms of the bird we hear in the opening scenes of the Derbyshire visit. I have been watching (or rather listening to) the scene where Lizzie climbs up to the rock with the Gardiners staying downhill, perhaps a couple of hundred of times, without figouring out what bird species that actually utters this sound. This is embarrasing, I’m rather a pro at European birds. Any input would be welcomed. I cant say that this question keeps me awake during nights, but I must say that it bothers me.

   All in all - a movie without obvious bird flaws.

