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Educating disadvantaged children in and around the town of 
Bodhgaya, Bihar, India.

Bihar is India’s poorest state and has the lowest literacy rate (63.8%). Although the Indian Government advocates universal primary school education this has yet to be achieved and many children have no access to education.  
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Anil Kumar, and two assistant teachers, with students.

BTEF is raising funds to buy land and construct buildings for a charitable school that is presently housed in a rented barn.  About 130 children attend this school, ranging in age from 4 to 15.  

Unfortunately, the barn is dim, with little natural light and no electricity.  In winter it’s cold and draughty; in summer it’s stifling; and in the wet season it’s surrounded by mud.  An open area behind the barn is the communal toilet.  The barn is clearly unsuitable as a long-term school building. 

The school was started in January 2007 by a qualified and experienced teacher named Anil Kumar Mishra.  He is passionate about providing quality, free education to impoverished children, including orphans.  

In the school’s early days, Anil rented a small shed which served as a classroom.  He covered costs with some of his own modest means, assisted by donations from a Swiss man and an Australian couple.  As student numbers and donations grew, Anil rented the much larger barn and employed two female assistant teachers and a sweeper.  

The children learn maths, science, Hindi and English, and have play time at the end of each day.  Anil also teaches the students and their parents about hygiene, birth control and the importance of education for individuals, families and the community.  
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More recently, Anil has used donations to buy five sewing machines and employ a part-time sewing teacher.  She provides valuable vocational training to about 40 girls and local women who have very limited employment options.

The school continues to grow and develop, thanks especially to Anil’s dedication and financial support from a growing band of Australian donors, several of whom have visited the school.  They have been touched by the bonds of affection and respect between the children and teachers.
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Houses near the school

The Bodhi Tree Education Fund Inc.

Please contact us for further information or to enquire about offering financial or other support.  

bodhitree.education@gmail.com   

Barbara Curnow (Public Officer) Phone  0431 566 247

29 Wambool St, Narrabundah, ACT, 2604, Australia


[image: image6]At the heart of Bodhgaya is the site of the famous bodhi tree, under which the Buddha meditated and became enlightened.
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